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the problem* If Spain was unwilling to send her
sons to fight in Morocco then the necessary troops
must be recruited from the Moors themselves.
Berenguer started to organise his' Regulates/ The
first essential was that his native troops should be
efficiently officered by Spaniards. Volunteers were
wanted and it was here that Franco saw Ms chance.
Franco arrived in Melilla and took over Ms
command. At first the general opinion of the
Regulares was that they were unreliable; that at
the first favourable opportunity they would desert
to the enemy camp. But Franco knew better. For
him there was no higher manifestation of human
nobility than the Spanish officer, and that natives
privileged to serve under such leadership should
show in return anything but gratitude and loyalty
was inconceivable. While others trembled, and,
when the Regulares were so much as held in reserve
behind the lines, set special guards to guarantee their
behaviour, the youngest officer of them all merely
longed for the moment when both he and his men
could show their true value*
On May I4th, 1912, the moment arrived. The
squadron of Regulares in which Franco served,
went into action for the first time in an attack on
the town of Haddu- AUal-u-Kaddur, The defending
Moors would not abandon lightly their lying positions
and the advance was har$ and dangerous. We are
told that Colonel Berenguer, watching the work of
.the little army he had created, noted that * that